
Hall – S220 

SYLLABUS PAP English 1A – 3
rd

  Six Weeks – Fall 2007 
 

Contact Information 
 

 Email: jhall3@houstonisd.org      Phone: 281-920-8000, ext. 6179 

 Tutorials: Fridays at 7:15 a.m. and A Lunch 

 

Format Requirements on ALL work submitted for a grade 
 

� Use ONLY dark blue or black ink on all work; typed work is preferable if possible; pencils are used only for exams requiring 

a scantron. 

� LATE WORK: An assignment may be accepted one day late at the discretion of the instructor, but the work will receive only 

one-half the grade it would have earned if turned in on time. 

� Write ONLY on the front of the page – ONLY on every other line of the paper. If work is typed, it should be formatted as 

follows: 12-point Times font, 1” margins, double space. 

� Plagiarism or cheating in any capacity earns all offenders an automatic zero – no exceptions. 

 

STUDENT Responsibilities 
 

� Come to class prepared; bring books, paper, pens/pencils; be READY TO WORK when you enter the classroom. 

� Inquire and make up any work missed, including journal entries; assignments due the day of an absence (as outlined on the 

syllabus) are due the day you return to school; unscheduled class work during an absence must be made up within three days of 

your return; make up work is not accepted for unexcused absences. 

� Keep up with syllabi, handouts, study guides, and materials distributed in class. 

� PROOFREAD: Check grammar, syntax, punctuation, and spelling on all work submitted for a grade. 

� Talking or wandering eyes during quizzes/tests/exams result in an automatic zero for the offender(s). 

� Oral presentations: Go to the front of the room, speak clearly and distinctly, be prepared, and present your material in a 

professional manner. All members will be respectful and attentive; inappropriate behavior will result in a lower grade for the 

offender(s). 

� FORMAT for all work submitted: Full name, date, and class period must be written legibly in the UPPER RIGHT corner of the 

paper; penmanship must be LEGIBLE; spiral notebook paper is unacceptable 

 

Classroom Policies 
 

♦ ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD, DRINKS, OR GUM is allowed inside the classroom. 

♦ Disruption of class or disrespectful behavior is not tolerated. 

 

Daily Procedures 
 

o JOURNAL entry: Silent sustained writing is observed during the first 5-7 minutes of class; you will write a well-constructed 

paragraph about the journal prompt on the board; all entries will be submitted at the end of the six weeks for a major grade, so 

be thoughtful and reflective about your journal responses. This assignment is consistent all year. 

o Daily assignments: When reading and/or written work is assigned, BE PREPARED to discuss the assignment and to take a 

quiz about the material. 

 

Weekly Assignments 
 

⇒ Vocabulary quizzes: Vocabulary lists are attached hereto, and quizzes will be administered on the dates indicated; vocabulary 

quizzes are cumulative. 

⇒ Major tests/exams: Major tests will be administered at the three-week, six-week, and end-of-semester intervals; dates are 

indicated on the syllabus; reviews will be conducted in class before exams; students have to study. 
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Syllabus – English 1 PreAP – 3
rd
  Six Weeks, Fall 2007 

 

W/E November 9: 

� WRITING WORKSHOP 

� “To Sleep Under the Stars” – analytical one-chunk paragraphs 

� “Firemen” – comparison paragraph 

� “Through the Tunnel” (lit. book p. 373) – hero’s journey essay 

� SSR – “Through the Tunnel” by Doris Lessing – lit. book pp 373-384 
 

W/E November 16:  

� Monday – Rough Draft (Jerry’s Hero’s Journey essay - “Through the Tunnel”) 

� DUE  Tuesday – FINAL essay, including T-charts, outline, and rough draft 

� Introduction to Victorian literature 

� SSR/W – “A Narrow Fellow in the Grass” – Emily Dickinson – analytical paragraph 

� Biography – Charles Dickens (A&E film) 

� SSW – Synopsis of Charles Dickens’ life as presented in the film biography 

� Format for dialectical journals 

� Friday – vocabulary quiz 
 

W/E November 23: 

� SSR – A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens (handout) 

� SSW – Annotations – A Christmas Carol 

� HOLIDAY – Wednesday-Friday 
 

W/E November 30: 

� MONDAY – 3-week EXAM: words in context, literary terms, reading comprehension 

� SSR – A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens (handout) 

� SSW – Annotations – A Christmas Carol 
 

W/E December 7: 

� SSR – A Christmas Carol 

� SSW – Dialectical journal entries 

� Monday - Vocabulary quiz 
 

W/E December 14: 

� SSR – “A Christmas Memory” by Truman Capote, lit. book pp. 272-284 

� SSW – Celebrations of holidays vary from family to family and from culture to culture. Interview 3-4 people (family 

members, friends, neighbors); ask especially about foods, decorations, and rituals. Bring your interview notes to class with 

you; you will turn in your notes as part of this writing assignment. Write an essay (minimum five paragraphs) comparing how 

other people celebrate holidays in ways that are different from your family’s celebrations. 

ALL VOCABULARY TERMS ARE IN WORD SMART 

Vocabulary #1  QUIZ – Monday, November 16 
 allusion   imminent   equanimity   temerity  

 cognizant   obscure    lucid     broach  

 ideology   epitome    enigma     tentative   

 visionary   zealous    vindicate   willful 

 subtle   obscure    ingenuous   frugal 

 genre   epitome    deference   definitive 

 compelling 

  

Vocabulary #2  QUIZ – Monday, December 3 (will include words from Vocabulary #1) 
 analogy   anecdote    animosity    trepidation  

 recrimination   reiterate    tenable     tentative   

 dubious   domestic    discern     coerce   

 archetype   artful     ambience   aloof 

 absolve   bane    benevolent   lament 

 subordinate 
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Dialectical Journals 
 

Dialectical journals are journals in which a reader records a mental conversation with the text. The journal records a 

dialogue (conversation) between the ideas in the text and the response of the reader. 

 

Types of dialectical journal entries: 
 

1) Summarize and question: summarize passages from the text in the left column; note observations and ask questions 

in the right column (level one questions = knowledge/comprehension; level two questions = application/analysis 

requiring the use of inference; level three questions = synthesis/evaluation going beyond the specifics of the text and 

into the area of universal meaning). Choose a significant passage from a text you are reading to analyze in the format 

below. 
  

SUMMARY OBSERVATIONS and QUESTIONS 

  

 

2) Character analysis: identify evidence about a character (words, actions, reactions); use quotation marks around 

quotes and cite page numbers; based on the evidence, make inferences about the character; write commentary that 

explains how or why the evidence leads to or supports the inference; write a character analysis essay. Choose a 

character-based quotation from a text you are reading, and analyze it using the format below. 
 

EVIDENCE INFERENCE - COMMENTARY 

  

 

3) Literary or rhetorical analysis of tone: focus on concrete devices and their effect or purpose (i.e., fill in the chart 

with diction and imagery that create tone); commentary should explain and analyze how or why the concrete devices 

lead to the abstract feeling. Choose a passage from text you are reading that seems to you to indicate a certain tone, 

and analyze it using the format below. 
 

EVIDENCE COMMENTARY 

  

 

4) Analysis of theme: identify evidence that supports the thematic idea and traces motifs within a work; write 

commentary that explains the connection. Choose a passage from a text you are reading that seems to indicate one of 

its themes, and analyze it using the format below. 
 

EVIDENCE COMMENTARY 

  

 

5) Symbolism: identify symbols within a work; discuss the literal meaning of the “symbol” within the work; explain the 

symbolism in the larger context of life; analyze the effect or purpose of the symbolism; reflect on the insight gained. 

Choose a passage from a work you are reading that is symbolic, and analyze it using the format below. 
 

SYMBOL (LITERAL) SYMBOL (ABSTRACT) EFFECT/PURPOSE/INSIGHT 

   

 

6) Syntactical analysis: choose complex and compound-complex examples of syntax from a work you are reading; 

break down the sentence structures to determine abstract meanings; imitate the sentence structures in writing about the 

passage where they occur. 
 

EVIDENCE ANALYSIS/COMMENTARY 
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ASSIGNMENT 
 

This assignment counts as a MAJOR PROJECT GRADE 
 

You will complete dialectical journal entries for A Christmas Carol as follows: 
 

Character analysis – two (2) entries 

 

Summarize and question – five (5) entries 

 

Literary/rhetorical analysis – five (5) entries 

 

Theme analysis – one (1) entry 

 

Symbol analysis – three (3) entries 

 

Syntactical analysis – four (4) entries 

 

Criteria/format: 

o Write on the front of the page ONLY. 

o Write ONLY on every other line of the paper. 

o Work must be neat and legible – no cross-outs or mark-throughs. 

o EVERY entry MUST be formatted as illustrated on this sheet. 

o Cover sheet: Name/date/period # must be centered on the page. 
 

DUE: Monday, December 10, 2007  
    (Assignment distributed in class November 12) 

    Absolutely no late work accepted 
 

 


